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should remain in place to give our in-
telligence community important tools 
to fight terrorism. But I also believe, 
as I stated two years ago when offering 
this same legislation as an amendment 
to the PATRIOT Act reauthorization 
bill, that Section 215 of this Act fails to 
strike the right balance between keep-
ing us safe and protecting the privacy 
rights of Americans. Indeed, my con-
cerns about this provision of the law 
have only grown since I was first 
briefed on its secret interpretation and 
implementation as a member of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee. 

From the recent leaks and informa-
tion since declassified about the Sec-
tion 215 collection program, we know 
that the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Court has interpreted this provi-
sion of the PATRIOT Act to permit the 
collection of millions of Americans’ 
phone records on a daily, ongoing 
basis. As a member of the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee, I have repeatedly 
expressed concern that the interpreta-
tion of this provision of the PATRIOT 
Act, which allows the government to 
obtain ‘‘any tangible thing’’ relevant 
to a national security investigation, is 
at odds with the plain meaning of the 
law. This secrecy has prevented Ameri-
cans from understanding how these 
laws are being implemented in their 
name. That is unacceptable. 

Even before the nature of the bulk 
phone records collection program was 
declassified, there was support for nar-
rowing the language of Section 215 
from many in Congress and many 
Americans who feel strongly about 
their constitutional right to privacy. 
In fact, the PATRIOT Act reauthoriza-
tion that passed the Senate in 2005 by 
unanimous consent included language 
that would limit the government’s 
ability to collect Americans’ personal 
information without a demonstrated 
link to terrorism or espionage. While 
that language did not prevail in con-
ference, it demonstrated that bipar-
tisan agreement on reforms to Section 
215 is possible. 

In 2011, as the Senate took up the ex-
tension of a number of expiring provi-
sions of the PATRIOT Act, I offered an 
amendment drawn directly from lan-
guage in the 2005 Senate-passed bill to 
narrow the application of this provi-
sion. That amendment unfortunately 
did not receive a vote. But today, along 
with my colleague Sen. WYDEN and 
others, I am back at it again—intro-
ducing bipartisan legislation drawn 
from that same language. 

Our bipartisan bill would narrow the 
PATRIOT Act Section 215 collection 
authority to make it consistent with 
what most Americans believe the law 
allows. While this legislation would 
still allow law enforcement and intel-
ligence agencies to use the PATRIOT 
Act to obtain a wide range of records in 
the course of terrorism- and espionage- 
related investigations, it would require 
them to demonstrate that the records 
are in some way connected to ter-
rorism or clandestine intelligence ac-

tivities—which is not the case today. I 
don’t think it is unreasonable to ask 
our law enforcement agencies to iden-
tify a terrorism or espionage investiga-
tion before collecting the private infor-
mation of American citizens. 

Many Coloradans share my belief 
that we need to place common-sense 
limits on government investigations 
and link data collection to terrorist- or 
espionage-related activities. If we can-
not assert some nexus to terrorism, 
then the government should keep its 
hands off the phone data of law-abiding 
Americans. 

Let me be very clear: our government 
must continue to diligently and aggres-
sively combat terrorism. We all agree 
with that critically important goal. 
But I do not think that it is unreason-
able to ask that collection of phone 
data be limited to investigations that 
are actually related to terrorism or es-
pionage. And I do not believe that we 
need to sacrifice national security to 
strike this balance. In fact, as a mem-
ber of the Intelligence Committee who 
has studied our surveillance programs 
closely, it has not been demonstrated 
to me that the bulk phone records col-
lection program has provided uniquely 
valuable information that has stopped 
terrorist attacks, beyond what is avail-
able through less intrusive means. But 
if we are going to continue providing 
this authority to collect phone data 
from Americans’ communications, let’s 
at least limit it to require a link to 
terrorism or espionage. This is a com-
monsense step that we can take to 
strike a better balance between keep-
ing our country safe and respecting 
constitutional rights. 

I thank my colleagues who have co-
sponsored this legislation, and ask 
other colleagues to give it a close look. 
I will continue to press for the PA-
TRIOT Act to be reopened for debate, 
and when that occurs, I will push for 
passage of this bipartisan bill that 
strikes a better balance between keep-
ing our nation safe and unduly tram-
pling our constitutional rights. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 173—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2013 AS 
‘‘NATIONAL CHILD AWARENESS 
MONTH’’ TO PROMOTE AWARE-
NESS OF CHARITIES BENEFIT-
TING CHILDREN AND YOUTH- 
SERVING ORGANIZATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED 
STATES AND RECOGNIZING EF-
FORTS MADE BY THOSE CHAR-
ITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS ON 
BEHALF OF CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH AS CRITICAL CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO THE FUTURE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
BURR, Mr. COBURN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
ENZI, and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 173 

Whereas millions of children and youth in 
the United States represent the hopes and 
future of the United States; 

Whereas numerous individuals, charities 
benefitting children, and youth-serving orga-
nizations that work with children and youth 
collaborate to provide invaluable services to 
enrich and better the lives of children and 
youth throughout the United States; 

Whereas raising awareness of, and increas-
ing support for, organizations that provide 
access to healthcare, social services, edu-
cation, the arts, sports, and other services 
will result in the development of character 
and the future success of the children and 
youth of the United States; 

Whereas the month of September, as the 
school year begins, is a time when parents, 
families, teachers, school administrators, 
and communities increase their focus on 
children and youth throughout the United 
States; 

Whereas the month of September is a time 
for the people of the United States to high-
light and be mindful of the needs of children 
and youth; 

Whereas private corporations and busi-
nesses have joined with hundreds of national 
and local charitable organizations through-
out the United States in support of a month- 
long focus on children and youth; and 

Whereas designating September 2013 as Na-
tional Child Awareness Month recognizes 
that a long-term commitment to children 
and youth is in the public interest, and will 
encourage widespread support for charities 
and organizations that seek to provide a bet-
ter future for the children and youth of the 
United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2013 as National Child Awareness 
Month— 

(1) to promote awareness of charities bene-
fitting children and youth-serving organiza-
tions throughout the United States; and 

(2) to recognize efforts made by those char-
ities and organizations on behalf of children 
and youth as critical contributions to the fu-
ture of the United States. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 174—DESIG-
NATING JUNE 20, 2013, AS ‘‘AMER-
ICAN EAGLE DAY’’, AND CELE-
BRATING THE RECOVERY AND 
RESTORATION OF THE BALD 
EAGLE, THE NATIONAL SYMBOL 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. SESSIONS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, and Mr. CORKER) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 174 

Whereas on June 20, 1782, the bald eagle 
was officially designated as the national em-
blem of the United States by the founding fa-
thers in the Congress of the Confederation; 

Whereas the bald eagle is the central 
image of the Great Seal of the United States; 

Whereas the image of the bald eagle is dis-
played in the official seal of many branches 
and departments of the Federal Government, 
including— 

(1) the Office of the President; 
(2) the Office of the Vice President; 
(3) Congress; 
(4) the Supreme Court; 
(5) the Department of the Treasury; 
(6) the Department of Defense; 
(7) the Department of Justice; 
(8) the Department of State; 
(9) the Department of Commerce; 
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